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SUB J : RHODESIA: ZAMBIAN EFFORT TO KEEP LINES OPEN TO SMITH 

1 . NAPHY NYALUGWE, EDITOR OF THE TIME OF ZAMBIA, CALLED CHARGE 
SEPTEMBER 6 TO ASK THAT AN OPEN LETTER TO SMITH SIGNED BY 

HIM AND APPEARING ON EDITORIAL PAGE OF TIMES OF ZAMBIA SEPT- 
EMBER 6 BE BROUGHT TO SMITH'S ATTENTION TODAY. HE SAID THAT HE 
WOULD LIKE SMITH'S REACTION TO THE LETTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

ASKED IF HE WAS MAKING THE REQUEST IN THE NAME OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF ZAMBIA, NYALUGWE HESTATED AND THEN SAID REQUEST WAS 
BEING MADE ON BEHALF OF ZAMBIA'S NEWSPAPERS. AFTER CONSUL- 
TATION WITH THE BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION, BRITS HAVE AGREED 
TO SEND THE OPEN LETTER TO SALISBURY. THIS OPEN LETTER WOULD 
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NOT HAVE APPEARED IN THE TIMES OF ZAMBIA NOR WOULD A REQUEST 
TO BRING IT TO SMITH'S ATTENTION HAVE BEEN MADE WITHOUT STATE 
HOUSE BEING INVOLVED. 

2. LETTER IS AN ATTEMPT, PERHAPS MISGUIDED, TO KEEP THE 
NKOMO-SMITH DIALOGUE GOING. CONCILIATORY PASSAGES DESIGNED 
TO APPEASE SMITH ARE BALANCED BY OTHERS WHICH COULD DRIVE 
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HIM FURTHER FROM ANY IDEA OF NEGOTIATIONS LEADING TO A 
TRANSFERRAL OF POWER. A CENTRAL THEME OF THE LETTER IS THAT 
THE TIME HAS NOW COME TO CONFIRM IN PUBLIC WHAT HE ALLEGEDLY 
HAS SAID IN PRIVATE— HIS READINESS TO TURN OVER POWER. SUCH 
A PUBLIC AFFIRMATION WOULD GO A WAY TOWARDS GETTING ZAMBIA 
OFF THE HOOK WHERE IT NOW FINDS ITSELF AFTER THIS LAST WEEKEND'S 
SUMMIT. ZAMBIANS BACKED THE SMITH-NKOMO TALKS BECAUSE THEY 
BELIEVED SMITH WAS SINCERE. NYERERE IN PUBLIC AND MACHEL IN 
PRIVATE HAVE SAID IN EFFECT THAT ZAMBIA WAS MISGUIDED IN SO 
BELIEVING. A PUBLIC STATEMENT BY SMITH AFFIRMING A WILLINGNESS 
TO TALK TO THE PATRIOTIC FRONT COULD BE CITED AS PROOF THAT 
KAUNDA WAS RIGHT AND NYERERE WRONG. SIGNIFICANT PASSAGES OF 
THE LETTER FOLLOW: 

"WE DO NOT NORMALLY WRITE OPEN LETTERS. BUT THE SERIOUSNESS 
OF THE RHODESIAN SITUATION HAS FORCED US TO PEN THIS ONE TO 
YOU IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST. WE HOPE YOU WILL HAVE THE MAGNANIMITY 
TO RESPOND FAVORABLY." 

- "WE DO NOT WANT THE RHODESIAN ECONOMY DESTROYED. WHAT 
WE WANT IS AN EFFECTIVE POLITICAL CONTROL TO BE IN THE HANDS OF 
THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE OF THAT UNHAPPY COUNTRY. BE ASSURED 
THAT THE STRUGGLE IN RHODESIA AGAINST YOU AND THE RACIALLY- 
BASED PRIVILEGE IS NOT MOTIVATED BY SOME SINISTER COMMUNIST 
PLOT. IT IS MOTIVATED BY THE DEEP-SEATED WISH OF A PEOPLE 

TO RID THEMSELVES OF FOREIGN AND RACIAL DOMINATION." 

- "WE ARE NOW PREPARED TO BELIEVE THAT FOR THE FIRST TIME YOU 
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NOW CORRECTLY RECOGNIZE THAT YOU AND YOUR POLICIES FOR RHODESIA 
HAVE COME TO A DEAD END. WE ARE ALSO READY TO BELIEVE THAT 
YOU WANT TO HAND OVER POWER TO THE MAJORITY. BUT MR. SMITH, 

WHAT MAKES IT DIFFICULT FOR YOU TO DO SO IN AN ORDERLY MANNER 
IS THAT PEOPLE HAVE COME TO KNOW THAT WHAT YOU SAY IN PRIVATE 
IS TOTALLY DIFFERENT FROM YOUR PUBLIC UTTERANCES. AS A RESULT 
NO ONE TRUSTS YOU MR. SMITH. YOUR PAST RECORD GIVES YOU VERY 
LITTLE CREDIBILITY AS A SINCERE POLITICIAN WHO HONORS HIS 
WORD. HENCE THE CONTROVERSY OVER YOUR LATEST ALLEGED OVERTURES 
TO THE PATRIOTIC FRONT." 

- "YOU ARE THE ONLY PERSON WHO CAN CONVINCE THEM THAT THIS 
TIME YOU ARE GENUINE IN YOUR ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE POLITICAL 
CRISIS IN RHODESIA. THIS IS WHAT YOU MUST DO. YOU MUST DO 

IT FAST WITH NO IFS OR BUTS YOU MUST SAY OUTRIGHT AND 

PUBLICLY THAT YOU WILL NOW HAND OVER POWER TO THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT WHOSE LEADERS ARE MR. JOSHUA NKOMO AND MR. ROBERT MUGABE. BY 
POWER WE MEAN THE CONTROL OF THE ARMY, THE AIR FORCE AND THE 
POLICE AND OTHER TRAPPINGS OF STATE CONTROL." 

- "WE CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THE PATRIOTIC FRONT HAS NO WISH 
TO DRIVE THE WHITES OR OTHER NON- AFRICANS FROM THEIR HOMES 
IN RHODESIA." THAT THIS IS POSSIBLE HAS BEEN SHOWN BY WHAT 

HAS HAPPENED IN ZAMBIA AND MALAWI. "SOTIT COULD BE (IN RHODESIA) 
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IF YOU TAKE THE PLUNGE NOW. TELL THE PATRIOTIC FRONT THAT YOU 
ARE PREPARED TO HAND OVER POWER, TOTAL POWER, TO THEM." 

- "IN THE PURSUIT OF THAT GOAL, YOU CAN MEET THE LEADERS OF 
THE PATRIOTIC FRONT ANYWHERE. YOU CAN COME HERE TO ZAMBIA NOT 
SECRETLY ANY MORE. YOU CAN GO TO BOTSWANA. INDEED YOU CAN 
GO TO THE CAPITALS OF OTHER FRONTLINE STATES. IF YOU WISH 
COME TO MULUNGUSHI THIS WEEKEND SAY SO OPENLY. IF YOU DO WHAT 
IS RIGHT NOW HISTORY MAY YET REGARD YOU AS A STATESMAN-MAYBE 
ONE WHO MISUNDERSTOOD THE TIDE OF EVENTS BUT ONE WHO NEVERTHE- 
LESS HAD THE COURAGE TO FACE THE INEVITABLE WHEN HE SAW IT." 

CLINGERMAN 
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